Agenda : Building Resilience: Countering the golden crescent through multi-pronged
approach

Letter From The Executive Board

We would welcome you to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) committee
for the upcoming session, where we will address the critical agenda: "Building Resilience:
Countering the Golden Crescent through a Multi-Pronged Approach.”

The Golden Crescent, encompassing parts of Afghanistan, Iran, and Pakistan, is a region
known for its extensive opium production, accounting for a significant portion of the world's illicit
drug supply. This issue is not only a threat to global public health and safety but also fuels
organized crime, insurgency, and terrorism. The complex socio-economic conditions, coupled
with ongoing conflicts and instability in the region, have perpetuated the drug trade, making it a
persistent challenge for the international community.

As we convene to discuss this pressing issue, it is imperative to recognize that a multi-pronged
approach is essential. This involves a combination of strengthening law enforcement, promoting
alternative livelihoods, enhancing regional cooperation, and fostering community-led
development. We must also address the socio-economic factors that drive drug cultivation,
including poverty, lack of education, and inadequate healthcare.

Throughout our discussions, we encourage you to bring forth innovative solutions and draw
from successful case studies and best practices. Initiatives such as the Helmand Food Zone
Project in Afghanistan, the Central Asian Regional Information and Coordination Centre
(CARICC), and saffron cultivation in Herat have shown that with the right support and
collaboration, it is possible to make significant strides in reducing opium production and
trafficking.

We urge all delegates to approach this agenda with a spirit of cooperation, creativity, and
commitment to finding sustainable solutions. The outcome of our deliberations will contribute to
strengthening global efforts to combat the drug trade and build resilience in the Golden
Crescent.

We look forward to your active participation and insightful contributions as we work together to
address this critical issue.

Regards,
Jangyadatta - Chairperson

Anish Singh - Vice Chairperson



1. Introduction

The Golden Crescent, a geographically and strategically significant region, encompasses the
rugged and often lawless terrains of Afghanistan, Iran, and Pakistan. Known for its extensive
opium poppy cultivation, this region has earned a notorious reputation as one of the world's
leading sources of illicit opium production. The narcotics produced in the Golden Crescent not
only fuel global drug markets but also have far-reaching implications for international security,
public health, and socio-economic stability.

2. Background
A. Geopolitical and Economic Context

The Golden Crescent's strategic location makes it a crucial nexus in the global narcotics supply
chain. Bordered by Central Asia, South Asia, and the Middle East, the region provides key
transit routes for the trafficking of heroin and other illicit drugs to Europe, Russia, Africa, and
beyond. The region's mountainous terrain and porous borders facilitate the movement of drugs,
making enforcement efforts exceedingly difficult.

The cross-border nature of the drug trade in the Golden Crescent complicates law enforcement
efforts, as drug trafficking networks often operate across multiple jurisdictions. The region’s
connectivity with major international drug routes, including the Balkan route and the Northern
route, further emphasizes its global impact. The Balkan route, for instance, channels heroin
from Afghanistan through Iran, Turkey, and Southeast Europe into Western Europe, while the
Northern route passes through Central Asia to Russia and Eastern Europe.

B. Political Instability and Conflict

The Golden Crescent has been plagued by decades of conflict and political instability, which
have further exacerbated the drug trade. In Afghanistan, ongoing violence and the lack of
effective governance have allowed the opium trade to flourish. The drug economy not only funds
insurgent groups but also fuels corruption, undermining efforts to establish the rule of law and
effective governance.

The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) has repeatedly recognized the link between drug
trafficking and terrorism in the region. For instance, UNSC Resolution 2673 (2023) specifically
addresses the nexus between terrorism and organized crime, including drug trafficking, and
calls for enhanced international cooperation to combat these threats. The persistent conflict in
Afghanistan has created a permissive environment for both insurgent groups and drug
traffickers, making the country a key player in the global drug trade.

In Iran and Pakistan, the drug trade has also been linked to internal security challenges. Iran,
which shares a long border with Afghanistan, has been at the forefront of efforts to combat drug
trafficking, often at great human cost. The Iranian government has invested heavily in border



control and anti-narcotics operations, yet the sheer volume of drugs flowing across the border
continues to pose a significant challenge.

C. International and Regional Responses

The international community, led by the United Nations, has undertaken various initiatives to
address the drug problem in the Golden Crescent. The UNODC, in particular, has been
instrumental in coordinating international efforts to combat illicit drug production and trafficking
in the region. The Paris Pact Initiative, launched in 2003, is one such effort aimed at reducing
the trafficking of Afghan opiates through enhanced international cooperation. The initiative
brings together over 50 countries and international organizations to tackle the problem through
a four-pronged strategy: regional cooperation, national capacity building, reducing drug
demand, and promoting alternative livelihoods.

Another key framework is the Afghanistan Opium Survey, conducted annually by the UNODC in
collaboration with the Afghan government. The survey provides critical data on opium poppy
cultivation, production, and eradication efforts, informing both national and international
strategies to combat the drug trade.

In addition to these initiatives, regional cooperation mechanisms such as the Triangular Initiative
between Afghanistan, Iran, and Pakistan have been established to enhance cross-border
collaboration in countering drug trafficking. This initiative has led to joint operations, intelligence
sharing, and the strengthening of border controls. However, challenges remain, particularly in
ensuring sustained cooperation and addressing the root causes of drug cultivation and
trafficking.

3. Challenges
A. lllicit Drug Production and Trafficking

The UNODC'’s 2023 World Drug Report highlights that Afghanistan alone produces
approximately 85% of the world’s opium, which is then processed into heroin and trafficked
globally. Eradication efforts have been hampered by various factors, including the resilience of
poppy crops, the lack of viable economic alternatives, and the limited capacity of local
governments to enforce anti-narcotics policies effectively. Trafficking routes from the Golden
Crescent are well-established and deeply entrenched, facilitating the flow of heroin and other
illicit drugs to markets in Europe, Russia, Africa, and beyond. The Balkan route, which channels
heroin from Afghanistan through Iran, Turkey, and Southeast Europe into Western Europe, is
one of the most notorious. The Northern route, which passes through Central Asia to Russia
and Eastern Europe, is also significant.

Corruption within law enforcement, border control, and government institutions in the region
significantly undermines efforts to combat drug trafficking. Corrupt officials may facilitate drug



trafficking by turning a blind eye to illegal activities, providing protection to traffickers, or even
directly participating in the drug trade. This complicity not only allows trafficking networks to
operate with impunity but also erodes public trust in government institutions, making anti-drug
efforts less effective.

The UN Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) emphasizes the importance of addressing
corruption as a critical element in the fight against drug trafficking. UNCAC calls for stronger
governance frameworks, transparency, and accountability measures to curb corruption and
enhance the effectiveness of anti-narcotics efforts. However, implementation remains uneven,
and corruption continues to pose a significant challenge.

B. Terrorism and Insurgency

The Golden Crescent is a stark example of the nexus between drugs and terrorism, where the
profits generated from the drug trade are used to fund terrorist organizations and insurgent
groups. This connection creates a vicious cycle of violence and instability, with drug money
fueling armed conflict and insurgency, which in turn perpetuates the conditions that allow the
drug trade to thrive. The UN Security Council (UNSC) has recognized this link in multiple
resolutions, including UNSC Resolution 2673 (2023), which highlights the relationship between
drug trafficking and terrorism. The resolution calls for enhanced international cooperation to
disrupt the financial flows that sustain terrorist organizations, including those derived from the
drug trade. Insurgent groups and terrorist organizations use drug money to purchase weapons,
recruit fighters, and sustain their operations, making it difficult for local and international forces
to achieve lasting security. The durability of these groups, bolstered by their access to illicit
funds, has prolonged conflicts and undermined efforts to stabilize the region. The Financial
Action Task Force (FATF) has emphasized the importance of targeting the financial networks of
terrorist organizations, including those funded by drug trafficking. FATF’s recommendations for
combating money laundering and the financing of terrorism are crucial for disrupting these
financial flows. However, the implementation of these recommendations in the Golden Crescent
remains challenging due to weak governance structures, limited capacity, and the pervasive
influence of the drug economy.

4. Case Studies

1. Badakhshan Almond Project, Afghanistan

In Badakhshan, Afghanistan, the Aga Khan Development Network (AKDN) supported an
almond cultivation project to help farmers shift from opium production. By providing training and
market access, the project enabled farmers to adopt almonds as a profitable alternative crop,
reducing reliance on opium .

2. The Central Asian Regional Information and Coordination Centre (CARICC)
CARICC, supported by UNODC, facilitates cooperation among Central Asian nations to combat



drug trafficking. Notably, Operation TARCET disrupted heroin precursor chemical trafficking,
highlighting the importance of regional intelligence sharing .

3. The Black Sea Initiative

Involving Turkey, Bulgaria, Romania, and Ukraine, the Black Sea Initiative focuses on maritime
security to intercept heroin trafficking routes. Supported by the EU and UNODGC, it has
successfully disrupted several large drug shipments .
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