
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

Agenda: Right of Global Citizens to Healthy Environment and their Duty to Achieve Wholesome
Environment.

About the Committee:
The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), established in
1992, is a pivotal international treaty designed to address climate change and its impacts. Its
primary goal is to stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere to prevent
dangerous climate interference. The UNFCCC's main decision-making body, the Conference of
the Parties (COP), meets annually to advance climate action through agreements like the Kyoto
Protocol and the Paris Agreement. These agreements set targets for emission reductions and
global temperature limits.The UNFCCC includes subsidiary bodies that provide scientific advice
and oversee implementation.

Mandate and Objectives:

The primary mandate of the UNFCCC is to stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations in the
atmosphere to prevent dangerous interference with the climate system. Key objectives include:

● Reducing greenhouse gas emissions to mitigate climate change.
● Promoting adaptation measures to cope with the impacts of climate change.
● Supporting financial and technological assistance to developing countries.
● Enhancing transparency and accountability in climate actions.

Applicable Laws:

The following conventions /legal frameworks and conventions relevant to the right of global
citizens to a healthy environment and their duty to achieve a wholesome environment:

● UNFCCC (1992): Establishes foundational principles for addressing climate change,
including common but differentiated responsibilities.

● Kyoto Protocol (1997): Sets binding emission reduction targets for developed countries
to mitigate climate change.

● Paris Agreement (2015): Aims to limit global temperature rise, with a focus on national
contributions (NDCs) and global efforts to combat climate change.

● Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) (1992): Focuses on conserving biodiversity,
sustainable use of biological resources, and equitable sharing of benefits from genetic
resources.



● Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) (1992): Focuses on conserving biodiversity,
sustainable use of biological resources, and equitable sharing of benefits from genetic
resources.

● United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) (2007):
Recognizes the rights of indigenous peoples to their lands and resources, contributing to
environmental protection.

● Regional Frameworks and Agreements:

European Union Environmental Legislation: Includes directives and regulations for
environmental protection and sustainable development in Europe.

African Union's African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights (1981): Addresses
environmental rights and sustainable development in Africa.

● Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs):

SDG 13 (Climate Action): Focuses on combating climate change.
SDG 14 (Life Below Water): Aims to conserve and sustainably use oceans, seas, and
marine resources.
SDG 15 (Life on Land): Seeks to protect, restore, and promote sustainable use of
terrestrial ecosystems.

● Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (2001): Protects human health
and the environment from persistent organic pollutants (POPs).

● Minamata Convention on Mercury (2013): Addresses the adverse effects of mercury on
human health and the environment.

Guiding research questions:

1. How does the UNFCCC's mandate align with the global right to a healthy environment?

2. What are the legal obligations of member states under the UNFCCC, Kyoto Protocol, and
Paris Agreement to ensure a wholesome environment?

3. How do the principles of "common but differentiated responsibilities" impact global climate
policies and the right to a healthy environment?

4. In what ways do the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the UNFCCC intersect in
promoting environmental sustainability and biodiversity?



5. How does the Paris Agreement facilitate the duty of global citizens to contribute to climate
action and achieve a wholesome environment?

6. What role do regional frameworks like the European Union Environmental Legislation and the
African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights play in enforcing the right to a healthy
environment?

7. How are developing countries supported in meeting their climate action obligations under the
UNFCCC, particularly in relation to financial and technological assistance?

8. What measures are in place under the UNFCCC to enhance transparency and accountability
in achieving global environmental goals?

9. How do the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly SDG 13, 14, and 15,
reinforce the right to a healthy environment and the duty to protect it?

10. How do international agreements like the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic
Pollutants and the Minamata Convention on Mercury contribute to the protection of human
health and the environment in the context of the UNFCCC’s objectives?

Note:


