
EXAMINING WORLDWIDE IMPLICATIONS OF NUCLEUR 

PROLIFERATION 

MESSAGE FROM EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Greetings, delegates. We hope to have a dynamic couple of days with you 

considering the agenda at hand. This background guide just has the right amount of 

information to build the foundation of your research, think of this document as a 

Launchpad. You should always remember, just reading this guide won’t suffice if 

we want to have a proper simulation, the one and only solution to this: Extensive 

research. In the committee, research should be your soul. The agenda at hand is 

very broad and coincides with the most important humanitarian and military issues 

as well as global affairs. We are going to follow the UN4MUN rules of procedure 

because we have a collective belief that this set of ROP upholds the fluidic nature 

of discussions in the United Nations itself and doesn’t hinder a delegate’s potential 

because of procedural interruptions. If you are not aware of it, don’t worry, that is 

why we are here in the first place, before the start of the committee we will have a 

procedural briefing and we will not call the committee in session until we have 

cleared all the procedural doubts of all the delegates present in this committee. The 

executive board is not only appointed to judge a delegate’s performance but the 

panel is also appointed to make sure that at the end of the conference, a delegate 

takes away something. Our primary objective is to teach and learn ourselves 

instead of just passing quantified judgement. We will try and do our best to make 

you better diplomats, rather, a better version of yourselves at end of the two days. 

 

RULES OF PROCEDURE  

In UN simulation there are usually two types of rules of procedure are followed: 

- UNA-USA 

- UN4MUN 

As stated above we will be following the later type. The section below briefly 

explains the ROP. An international conference is an interaction between States 

through the medium of the delegates, who act as representatives of States. It is 

through these conversations, primarily cooperative, that much of the business at the 

UN progresses. Rules of procedure divide these ‘consultations’ into two kinds of 

discussion: 



Formal Consultation 

During formal proceedings, the rules of procedure are observed under the 

supervision of the committee Chairperson. Delegates, during this time, are able to 

make speeches, answer questions, introduce and debate resolution and 

amendments. The purpose of these rules is to ensure that only one delegate speaks 

at any given time and to allow the Chairperson to steer the negotiations in a 

constructive direction. 

Informal Consultation 

Delegates are in consultation with each other from the moment they arrive at the 

MUN or UN until they leave. In addition to the order of business, their exchanges 

may be social or to pursue  

other objectives. This is the type of consultation that takes place in the form of 

face-to-face conversations, during which no formal rules of procedure are put into 

effect. 

At MUN simulations in the past, the rules of procedure have figured much more 

prominently in the proceedings than they do at the UN. Part of the reason for this is 

due to the more rigid parliamentary rules of procedure employed at MUNs. 

Another reason for this is that the majority of the proceedings of an MUN – 

motion, debate, negotiation, amendment and resolution – take place during formal 

consultation, highlighting the need for rules of procedure and the need to introduce 

motions. On the other hand, the principal mode of communication between 

delegates at the UN is through face-to-face informal consultations; therefore the 

negotiation process does not rely heavily on formal proceedings. Formal processes 

at the UN are mainly used to provide a context for informal consultations between 

delegations and to formalise agreements previously reached during these. 

 

FLOW OF DEBATE  

1. Quorum - The quorum, or number of member states who need to be present 

for the meeting to open is one-third in the Plenary and one-fourth in the Main 

Committee. The Chairperson will announce each country’s name, after a delegate 

hears their country called, they should answer “present”. 

2. The Agenda-The provisional agenda shall be drawn up by the Secretary-

General and communicated to all delegations prior to the start of the conference. 



The provisional agenda of the conference will include relevant documents and 

reports as well as the order in which the issues will be considered at the 

conference. The second topic area is considered only after the committee has dealt 

with a resolution regarding the first topic area or tabled the topic. 

3. Formal Consultation- Can be equated with GSL in UNA-USA; the 

chairperson asks for delegates interested in making speeches on the broader aspect 

of the agenda. Interested speakers raise their placard and a list of speakers is 

charted out. If no motions are made, the default time will be mentioned in the 

Programme of Work, usually set at 90 seconds. When the committee is in formal 

debate all rules of procedure are enforced. 

4. Informal Consultation- Although ‘caucus’ types of meeting do occur, this 

parliamentary terminology is not used at the UN. Occurs in two types: 

- Formal Informal- May be equated with Moderated Caucus; discussions 

pertaining to sub agendas under the broader agenda  

- Informal Informal- Lobbying and Diplomacy sessions to create consensus 

among delegates 

5. Closure of Debate- Once regional and political groupings have merged their 

texts into one acceptable by the whole committee, delegates may move for closure 

of debate to adopt the resolution by consensus. If the committee fails to reach 

consensus, then voting may occur. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



About the Committee: 

The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) Disarmament and International 

Security Committee (DISEC) is one of the six main committees of the UNGA. 

DISEC is responsible for dealing with issues related to disarmament, international 

security, and arms control. 

The DISEC committee was established in 1952, with the primary goal of 

promoting disarmament and international security. The committee's work focuses 

on: 

1. Disarmament: Nuclear disarmament, conventional weapons, and weapons of 

mass destruction. 

2. International Security: Conflict prevention, arms control, and regional security. 

3. Arms Control: Limiting and reducing nuclear and conventional weapons. 

DISEC's work involves: 

1. Debating and negotiating resolutions on disarmament and international security 

issues. 

2. Considering reports from the United Nations Secretary-General and specialized 

agencies. 

3. Holding thematic debates and interactive discussions with experts. 

DISEC has 193 member states, and its work is guided by the UN Charter, the Final 

Document of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly (1978), and the 

disarmament resolutions adopted by the UNGA. 

Some of the key issues addressed by DISEC include: 

1. Nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation 

2. Small arms and light weapons control 

3. Conventional arms control 

4. Cybersecurity and emerging technologies 

5. Outer space security 

6. Regional disarmament and security 



The DISEC committee plays a crucial role in promoting disarmament and 

international security, and its work contributes to the achievement of the UN's 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly Goal 16 (Peace, Justice, and 

Strong Institutions). 

 

Examining Worldwide Implications of Nuclear Proliferation 

Nuclear proliferation, the spread of nuclear weapons to more countries, poses 

significant threats to global security, stability, and peace. This document examines 

the worldwide implications of nuclear proliferation, including the risks of nuclear 

conflict, terrorism, and environmental devastation. It also explores the diplomatic, 

economic, and strategic consequences of nuclear proliferation and proposes 

measures to prevent its spread. 

 Introduction 

Nuclear proliferation is a pressing global concern, with far-reaching consequences 

for international relations, national security, and human survival. The spread of 

nuclear weapons increases the likelihood of nuclear conflict, either by accident or 

design, and heightens the risk of nuclear terrorism. Nuclear Proliferation: A 

Growing Concern. 

 

Types of Nuclear Proliferation: 

 

1. Horizontal Proliferation: The spread of nuclear weapons to more countries. 

2. Vertical Proliferation: The increase in the number of nuclear weapons within a 

country. 

3. Secondary Proliferation: The transfer of nuclear materials or technology from 

one country to another. 

 

Causes of Nuclear Proliferation: 

1. Security Concerns: Countries may seek nuclear weapons for defense and 

deterrence. 



2. National Prestige: Possessing nuclear weapons can be seen as a symbol of 

national power and status. 

3. Economic Interests: Access to nuclear technology can provide economic 

benefits, such as energy production. 

4. Regional Rivalries: Countries may pursue nuclear weapons to counter regional 

rivals. 

 

Examples of Nuclear Proliferation: 

1. North Korea: Developed nuclear weapons despite international sanctions and 

diplomatic efforts. 

2. Iran: Pursued a nuclear program, leading to international concerns and 

negotiations. 

3. India and Pakistan: Developed nuclear weapons, increasing regional tensions. 

4. Ukraine: Inherited nuclear weapons after the Soviet Union's collapse, but 

eventually dismantled them. 

 

Consequences of Nuclear Proliferation: 

1. Increased Risk of Nuclear Conflict 

2. Nuclear Terrorism 

3. Environmental Devastation 

4. Global Instability 

5. Erosion of International Norms 

Efforts to Prevent Nuclear Proliferation: 

1. Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 

2. International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 

3. Diplomatic Engagement 

4. Sanctions and Incentives 



5. Non-Proliferation Assistance 

 

Current Challenges: 

1. North Korea's Nuclear Program 

2. Iran's Nuclear Ambitions 

3. Nuclear Terrorism Threats 

4. Emerging Technologies (e.g., advanced centrifuges, 3D printing) 

5. Global Governance (e.g., NPT review conferences) 

6. A multipolar world order means all the more confusion about the use and 

accountability of nucleur weapons assimilation 

7. the ongoing war between Russia and Ukraine, simultaneous conflict of Israel 

and Palestine. 

By understanding the complexities of nuclear proliferation, we can better address 

the challenges and work towards a more secure and stable world. 

 

Risks of Nuclear Proliferation 

1. Nuclear Conflict: The more countries that possess nuclear weapons, the greater 

the risk of nuclear conflict, which could have catastrophic consequences for human 

life and the environment. 

2. Nuclear Terrorism: The spread of nuclear weapons increases the risk of nuclear 

materials falling into the hands of terrorist organizations, posing a significant threat 

to global security. 

3. Environmental Devastation: Nuclear weapons testing and use can have 

devastating environmental consequences, including radioactive contamination and 

long-term health effects. 

 Diplomatic Consequences 

1. Global Instability: Nuclear proliferation can lead to regional instability, as 

countries may feel compelled to develop their own nuclear capabilities to counter 

potential threats. 



2. Erosion of International Norms: The spread of nuclear weapons can undermine 

international norms and agreements, such as the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 

(NPT). 

 Economic Consequences 

 

1. Arms Race: Nuclear proliferation can lead to an arms race, diverting resources 

away from economic development and human well-being. 

2. Economic Sanctions: Countries that pursue nuclear weapons programs may face 

economic sanctions, isolating them from the global economy. 

Strategic Consequences 

 

1. Deterrence: Nuclear proliferation can lead to a situation where multiple 

countries possess nuclear weapons, making deterrence more complex and 

increasing the risk of miscalculation. 

2. Regional Security: Nuclear proliferation can alter regional security dynamics, 

leading to new alliances and rivalries. 

 Prevention Measures 

1. Strengthening International Agreements: Strengthening the NPT and other 

international agreements can help prevent nuclear proliferation. 

2. Diplomatic Engagement: Engaging in diplomatic efforts to address regional 

security concerns and promote disarmament can reduce the incentives for nuclear 

proliferation. 

3. Non-Proliferation Assistance: Providing assistance to countries to help them 

meet their non-proliferation obligations can prevent the spread of nuclear weapons. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

International Treaties Regarding Nuclear Proliferation: A Cornerstone of Global 

Security 

The proliferation of nuclear weapons poses a significant threat to international 

peace and security. To mitigate this risk, countries have established a framework of 

international treaties and agreements aimed at preventing the spread of nuclear 

weapons and promoting disarmament. This essay examines the key international 

treaties regarding nuclear proliferation, their significance, and the challenges they 

face. 

The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), signed in 1968, is the cornerstone of 

international efforts to prevent nuclear proliferation. The NPT has three main 

pillars: non-proliferation, disarmament, and peaceful use of nuclear energy. With 

over 190 parties, the NPT is one of the most widely adhered-to international 

treaties. It prohibits the transfer of nuclear weapons to non-nuclear states and 

requires nuclear-armed states to pursue disarmament. 

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT), signed in 1996, bans all 

nuclear explosions, including those for military and civilian purposes. While not 

yet in force, the CTBT has been signed by over 180 countries and is an essential 

step towards reducing nuclear proliferation. 

The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the 

Caribbean (Tlatelolco Treaty), signed in 1967, established the first nuclear-

weapon-free zone in a populated region. This treaty has inspired similar initiatives 

in other regions, such as the Southeast Asia Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty. 

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) plays a crucial role in monitoring 

and verifying compliance with these treaties. The IAEA's safeguards system 

ensures that nuclear materials are used for peaceful purposes, and its inspections 

help detect and deter clandestine nuclear activities. 

Despite these efforts, challenges persist. Some countries, like North Korea, have 

withdrawn from the NPT or violated its provisions. Others, like Iran, have been 



accused of non-compliance. The slow pace of disarmament among nuclear-armed 

states also undermines the NPT's credibility. 

 

 

 

International Organizations Acting on Nuclear Proliferation: 

1. International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA): Monitors nuclear activities, 

provides technical assistance, and verifies compliance with international 

agreements. 

2. United Nations (UN): Passes resolutions, imposes sanctions, and facilitates 

diplomatic efforts to prevent nuclear proliferation. 

3. Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Review Conference: Aims to strengthen 

the NPT and promote disarmament. 

4. Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO): Works 

towards a global ban on nuclear testing. 

5. Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW): Also addresses 

nuclear-related issues. 

6. European Union (EU): Implements sanctions, provides aid, and supports 

diplomatic efforts. 

7. Nuclear Energy Agency (NEA): Promotes safe and responsible nuclear energy 

development. 

8. International Partnership for Nuclear Disarmament Verification (IPNDV): 

Develops capabilities for verifying nuclear disarmament. 

9. Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism (GICNT): Enhances international 

cooperation against nuclear terrorism. 

10. Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI): Seeks to prevent illicit trade in nuclear 

materials. 

 

These organizations work together to: 



- Monitor and verify nuclear activities 

- Promote disarmament and non-proliferation 

- Provide technical assistance and capacity-building 

- Impose sanctions and consequences for non-compliance 

- Facilitate diplomatic efforts and international cooperation 

 

Customary International Law and Nuclear Proliferation 

Customary international law plays a significant role in shaping the global response 

to nuclear proliferation. This essay explores the relationship between customary 

international law and nuclear proliferation, examining how custom influences the 

development of legal norms and restrictions on nuclear weapons. 

Customary international law, formed through state practice and opinio juris, has 

established several key principles relevant to nuclear proliferation: 

1. Prohibition on the Use of Force: Customary law prohibits the use of force, 

except in self-defense, which limits the circumstances under which nuclear 

weapons can be used. 

2. Humanitarian Law: Customary humanitarian law restricts the use of weapons 

that cause unnecessary suffering or harm civilians, which applies to nuclear 

weapons. 

3. Arms Control: Customary law supports arms control agreements, such as the 

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), which aim to prevent proliferation. 

4. Environmental Protection: Customary law protects the environment, which is 

relevant to nuclear testing and waste disposal. 

 

The International Court of Justice (ICJ) has contributed to the development of 

customary law on nuclear proliferation. In the 1996 Advisory Opinion on the 

Legality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons, the ICJ held that: 

1. The use of nuclear weapons is generally contrary to international law. 

2. There is no comprehensive and universal prohibition on nuclear weapons. 



 

Customary international law influences nuclear proliferation in several ways: 

1. Shaping State Practice: Customary law guides state behavior, encouraging 

adherence to established norms. 

2. Informing Treaty Development: Customary law informs the development of 

treaties, such as the NPT and Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT). 

3. Filling Gaps in Treaty Law: Customary law fills gaps in treaty law, providing a 

framework for addressing emerging issues. 

However, the relationship between customary international law and nuclear 

proliferation is complex, with challenges arising from: 

1. Ambiguity and Uncertainty: Customary law can be ambiguous, making it 

difficult to determine specific obligations. 

2. State Practice and Opinio Juris: Customary law requires consistent state practice 

and opinio juris, which can be challenging to establish. 

3. Treaty-Customary Law Interplay: The interplay between treaty law and 

customary law can create tensions and inconsistencies. 

 Customary international law plays a vital role in shaping the global response to 

nuclear proliferation. While challenges persist, customary law provides a 

foundation for developing legal norms and restrictions on nuclear weapons, 

ultimately contributing to international efforts to prevent proliferation and promote 

disarmament. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

This study guide is not to be treated as an ultimatum but a simple stepping stone. 

There are no limitations to a delegates creativity and analysis. The topics 

mentioned above are some of the basic ones which the broader agenda covers. The 

delegates are expected to research on them and also go deeper into the technical 

aspects. UNGA DISEC remains a technical committee and it is pertinent that all 

are prepared as per the debating needs of this specific committee.  

 

Additional Links for research: 

 

https://ourworldindata.org/nuclear-weapons 

https://fas.org/initiative/status-world-nuclear-forces/ 

https://www.iaea.org/sites/default/files/publications/magazines/bulletin/bull19-

4/19403502039.pdf 

https://www.un.org/en/conf/npt/2015/pdf/text%20of%20the%20treaty.pdf 

https://rlg.fas.org/PNWM_UMich.pdf 

https://2009-2017.state.gov/documents/organization/141503.pdf 

https://www.iaea.org/sites/default/files/18/09/sg-serving-nuclear-non-

proliferation.pdf 

https://unidir.org/files/publication/pdfs/a-prohibition-on-nuclear-weapons-a-guide-

to-the-issues-en-647.pdf 

https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/assets/treaties/640-TPNW-EN.pdf 

https://armscontrolcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/NPT.pdf 

https://ourworldindata.org/nuclear-weapons
https://fas.org/initiative/status-world-nuclear-forces/
https://www.iaea.org/sites/default/files/publications/magazines/bulletin/bull19-4/19403502039.pdf
https://www.iaea.org/sites/default/files/publications/magazines/bulletin/bull19-4/19403502039.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/conf/npt/2015/pdf/text%20of%20the%20treaty.pdf
https://rlg.fas.org/PNWM_UMich.pdf
https://2009-2017.state.gov/documents/organization/141503.pdf
https://www.iaea.org/sites/default/files/18/09/sg-serving-nuclear-non-proliferation.pdf
https://www.iaea.org/sites/default/files/18/09/sg-serving-nuclear-non-proliferation.pdf
https://unidir.org/files/publication/pdfs/a-prohibition-on-nuclear-weapons-a-guide-to-the-issues-en-647.pdf
https://unidir.org/files/publication/pdfs/a-prohibition-on-nuclear-weapons-a-guide-to-the-issues-en-647.pdf
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/assets/treaties/640-TPNW-EN.pdf
https://armscontrolcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/NPT.pdf


 


